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From 568 Turtlcs to Squ:rrcls

Meet Kelly, our newest Team
Member! No, we haven't added a sea

) : N
& turtle to our reptile collection - just a
new name and face to the
QuIsMisSion Education Department!
L A metro-Atlanta native, Kelly Price
( grew up in Marietta and received her
( ¢ ( Bachelor’s degree in Biology from Berry
College. As a i T T
Board of Directors: career environmental educator, she has worked as a ‘*-.ﬂ:
)" * ( Naturalist and Camp Coordinator at Chattahoochee &4 :
* A . Nature Center, a Resident Naturalist at UGA’s 3_', 3
0 1 Ecolodge and Biological Research Stationin San & ;

N
u
~

Luis, Costa Rica and most recently as the
Education Specialist at the Georgia Sea Turtle
Center (GSTC) on Jekyll Island.

While on Jekyll Island, Kelly served as part of a nine-

_ person team dedicated to the preservation of sea turtles

4 > and conservation education. A popular tourist attraction, the GSTC is the
= ( only sea turtle hospital and rehabilitation facility in the state of Georgia.

With education at the forefront of the Center’s mission, Kelly taught school

) ( field trips, outreach programs, Sea Turtle Camp, managed a lucrative sea

turtle adoption program and orchestrated several annual special events.

NN\S

o The move to Education Coordinator for Cochran Mill Nature Center came
CMNC’s CFO: naturally, as Kelly and her husband planned to relocate back to the metro
area. While CMNC introduces new people and new -
- surroundings, Kelly feels right at home in her
- # new position. She has jumped in feet first as
-— AN the Fall field trip season gets underway and is
currently assisting with squirrel rehabilitation!

Look for Kelly during your next visit to CMNC
i\ and introduce yourself!
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GRANITE ROCK OUTCROPPINGS

BY RICK MCCARTHY

How many of us have gazed upon Stone Mountain and
marveled at its massive splendor with little more than
a passing thought regarding its origin and history? It
just happens to be that Georgia is the site for possibly
90% of the exposed granite outcrops found in the
southeastern U.S. If you visit Cochran Mill Nature Cen-
ter and venture out on the trail system, you will find
that we have our own amazing granite outcrops. These
impressive expanses of exposed Palmetto granite were
formed 300-350 million years ago by the intrusion of mol-
ten granite into the pre-existing rock nearly 10 miles below
the earth’s surface. Over millions of years erosion has re-
moved thousands of feet of overlying rock exposing the
more resistant bodies of granite.

So, what is granite anyway? Granite is an igneous rock formed from magma. Our granite is made up of quartz
feldspar and mica. By definition granite must contain at least 20% quartz by volume. If you look closely at our
granite you will see gray, white and black shiny flecks. The gray is the quartz, the white is feldspar and the black
sparkles are mica.

If you hike out to our outcrops you can see a couple of the ways that the face of the granite outcrops is ever
changing. You will notice large slabs or “shells” of granite that are cracking or peeling off. This is called exfolia-
tion and is a product of faults in the granite combined with the expansion and contraction caused by moisture
and extreme temperatures. You may also observe shallow depressions in the granite where softer areas of the
stone have eroded. These depressions are called “weathering pits” or “solution pits”. The larger, deeper of
these pits might be deep enough to hold water during the rainy seasons. These are called vernal pools and are
crucial for some of the plants and animals that inhabit the outcrops. There are actually even some types of
shrimp that can spontaneously show up during the times that these pools contain water! Their eggs can remain
dried up for years in the pools during the dry periods!

Our outcrops are havens for specialized plants and animals, many of which are found in no other habitat. Due
to the heat radiating properties of the rock and the openness created by the lack of trees, the temperatures on
these outcrops are generally considerably warmer than the surrounding forests. As much as 95% of annual pre-
cipitation is lost as direct runoff making these outcrops like islands of desert in a sea of forest.

When visiting outcrops it is imperative that we walk only on the exposed rock and avoid stepping on the
mosses and plants that grow in the solution pits and along the perimeter of the outcrop. This is a harsh, yet deli-
cate ecosystem with many species of endangered plants that can be susceptible to heavy foot traffic. Also, there
are often prickly pear cacti with long spines that can be avoided by walking only on the exposed rock.

So, the next time you feel the urge to get out and connect with nature, come down to CMNC and visit these

unique habitats!
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CMN is a private, non-profit organization
that relies on donations to operate. How-
ever, the state of the economy has left
many unable to give. Perhaps you could

Pecans Garden hoses 6’ plastic tables
ower Strips Cordless drill  Picnic tables
High-volume copier Web design
Gas-powered Auger 15 passenger van

Homestore gift cards  Gas gift cards

help us obtain some of these items or give
us your time. Our staff and wildlife would
greatly benefit from your support!
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out of the mouths of babes

* 1 apanic, A SUMIMEr COMPEr
needed to tell Maribeth that he was
born with only 1 Thomas the Tratn
DVD. Now he has a wdllion. His
grandmother, however, only has 5.

“m‘b‘ e Asthe Camp Cricket pre-k campers

prepared to hike back to the nature
center one of the boys commented

& farmily festival | ICHERI

hiked a hundred miles, in a hun-
dred degree weather, and it took us
, two hours!

o Disinterested in fishing, a 5 year
old camper § his buddy worked on
constructing a howee for the bait
worms. Martbeth sald, Be sure to
call me whew the curtains are hung
and | can come see the house!” With

by a Look of pity, he said, ‘Oh, Miss
; Maribeth! Worv houses do NOT
have windows!’
Saturday, |
October
5_9 ]pm Volunteers of The Month

$6 Members/$7 Non/under 2 free January Carlos Montano
February Ashland Rhodes
March Kris Thompson
April Bobbie Laminack
May Kahlani Hall
& canceing @ live animals & treats . Chattahoochee Hill

Fire Department

food & crafts & activities & campfire

July Guy Marlow

Sponsored by Greystone Power Corporation August The Tillanders
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CALENDAR

SEPTEMBER

19 = / ="
Granite Rock Outcrops

OCTOBER

17 * 7/ -
); 02;/8

) = (

NOVEMBER

12 /7 (/7
Winter Container
Gardening

14 > / = -

21-25 - CLOSED
DECEMBER

12 > / -

19-31- CLOSED

2729 +  + (

JANUARY

1 > - D 6 $68

FROM THE DIRECTOR

SUMMER CAMP, SNAKE DAY &
ZOMBIES, OH MY/

AS A PRIVATE, NON-PROFIT ORGANIZA- ® Fast, Dependable Service
TION, COCHRAN MILL NATURE CENTER ® 28years of Experience
RELIES ON DONATIONS TO OPERATE. ® Licensed, Bonded, Insured
THANK YOU TO THIS LOCAL BUSINESS ® Complete Customer Satisfaction
FOR THEIR RECENT DONATION OF Auto, Residential and Commercial
MATERIALS FOR INCREASED SECURITY 5965 Old National Highway College Park, GA 30349
OF OUR ALLIGATOR ENCLOSURE! Phone:770-996-4232 Fax:770-996-4234
: Email: briteg67@bellsouth.net
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Rain Barrel Basics

If you missed last month’s Sat-
urday Spotlight, you missed a barrel of
monkeys! Well - not exactly monkeys,
but barrels of rain. If you're not famil-
iar with rain barrels, prepare for a
quick lesson in Rain Barrel 101.

Rain barrels are typically a
large drum or cistern used to collect
and rainwater. Barrels are particularly
useful for gardeners and those wanting
to conserve runoff for outdoor water-
ing. Plants respond well to
rainwater and you can re-
duce runoff at the same |
time! Did you know that a !
1000 square foot roof can
collect 640 gallons of water
after just one inch of rain-
fall?

Before installing a
rain barrel (or several),
think about your watering
needs. Typical barrels hold
about 50 gallons of water.
If you have a large garden or
yard, you may want to consider more
than one barrel. Scout around your
property for the most suitable installa-
tion site: think about proximity to your
watering site, the height requirements
& gutter modifications needed, stabiliz-
ing your base and any homeowner’s
association guidelines you will need to
follow. Your barrel shouldn’t be too far
away from your water-needing area
and secured well to prevent tipping.

Build a strong base for your
barrel. A full 50-gallon barrel will
weight over 400 pounds, so be sure to
use a suitable material. Cinderblocks
work well or you may choose to
construct your base from wood. The
higher the barrel, the more water pres-
sure you will have. Whatever the case,
make sure that your base is strong,

sturdy and secure.

Next, pick your barrel. You
may choose to purchase a pre-
fabricated barrel or build your own.
Food grade commercial barrels work
well with some modifications and are
often less expensive than store-bought
barrels. Be sure to install your spigot
at the lowest point possible to maxi-
mize water pressure and barrel
contents during times of drought.

Multiple barrels can be
linked together, provided
they are all on the same
surface and elevation.

Install your rain barrel by
cutting your downspout at
the appropriate height.
This will depend on the
height of your barrel.
Plastic, expandable down-
spout extensions connect
your downspout to the top
of your barrel. Be sure that
your downspout extension fits
securely into the opening and check it
often! Leaks and overfull barrels will
overflow and can lead to home
foundation domage. You may wish to
install a diverter system which will
allow you to switch back and forth
between your barrel and regular
downspout and prevent overflow.

Next? Personalize il If you've chosen
to build your own barrel, you may
want to paint it or you may be

required to by your HOA. Clean your
barrel thoroughly and apply a strip of
painters tape. Prime with a plastic
primer and paint with any paint. Add
your own artistic flair or simply paint it
to blend with your yard’s surroundings.
Remove the painters tape to check the
water level in the barrel without a lot
of hassle! ~Kelly Price

"When the well is duy, we fnow the worth of water.
--Ben Franklin
Foon Rickhard’s Wmanac, 1746

Tips for Your
Rain Barrel

Check with your HOA
before embarking on your
barrel of fun. You don't
want them to spoil your
hard work!

Shop around and see what
barrel fits you best. There
are many to choose from
online and your local home
improvement warehouse.

Determine your watering
needs and choose a barrel
based on the square
footage of your roof. Too
much water can lead to
overflow and property
damage.

Consider traffic flow in your
yard before installing a
barrel. If you have or host
small children, be sure to
secure your base and
barrel to avoid tipping &
injury.

It is easy to build your own
rain barrel from scratch!
Many websites offer specific
instructions and shopping
lists to ensure you get the
right parts.

Eliminate mosquitoes with
control rings available at
garden supply stores. They
contain a natural
bacterium to kill larvae
without pesticides.

Is runoff from your roof or
gutters destroying your
yard? Consider installing a
rain barrel to collect and
disperse water through a
soaker hose to eliminate
yard trenching.

SJAFETY FIRST!

Although your barrel contains

rain water, it is not potable

(drinkable).

DO NOT CONSUME OR INJEST

WATER FROM YOUR RAIN

BARREL!

Bacteria, debris, fecal material,
urates and other undesirables
from your roof will end up in
your barrel. Rain water is the
optimal solution for watering,
but is often not recommended

for edible gardens for this reason.
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